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CESME

MELIH ARSLAN *

The hoard was found in April 2002 in the village of Germiyan in the
Cesme district of Izmir province in western Turkey. It was subsequently acqu-
ired by purchase by the. The discovery was made by accident while the foun-
dations for a water supply tank were being dug in the village. Initially 43 co-
ins were uncovered by the workmen, who promptly informed the village he-
adman, and he in turn reported the news to the Cesine Museum. When staff
from the museumn arrived, they immediately realized that the coins belonged
to a hoard and so initiated a rescue dig and a careful sieving of all the earth
that had already been excavated. This work, together with a search amongst
the workmen, produced another 185 coins, making a total of 228 (sce.
Fig. 1: View of hoard in situ).

Germiyan is only 8 ki distant from the village of Ildir, the site of anci-
ent Erythrae. The discovery of a large hoard of bronzes so close to their
place of origin is of particular interest since it suggests that there was little
chance for dispersion before the coins were buried. The hoard comprises 1
silver hemidrachm and 227 small bronzes known as the ‘trichalkon’ series.
Early publications of the bronze coinage of Erythrae placed this series bet-
ween 300 and 200 BC (BMC Ionia, pp. 128-131, nos. 104-125; SNG von
Aulock 1954-1964), but a more recent study by Philip Kinns (P. Kinns, Stu-
dies in the Coinage of of lonia: Erythrae, Teos, Lebedus, Colophon c. 400-30
BC. Unpublished PhD Dissertation, University of Cambridge, 1980, pp. 144-8
and 465-7) has convincingly argued that the coins can be dated to 240-230
BC.
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lih@tnet.net.ur.
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The silver hemidrachm has the head of a young Herakles on the obverse
(BMC Ionia, p. 128, 101), while on the reverse there are the letters EPY insc-
ribed above a monogram, all within an oak wreath. This reverese type appe-
ars to be unknown.

The 227 bronze coins divide unevenly into two obverse types (BMC
Ionia, p. 129, 104-116). - one of 200 specimens with the head of a young He-
rakles wearing a lion’s skin headdress, the other of 27 specimens with the
head of Dionysos wearing an ivy wreath. The reverse types of the two groups
are similar, each bearing the letters EPY and the name and patronymic of a
magistrate, but the Dionysos type also has a bunch of grapes to the right of
the letters EPY. The Herakles type provides the names of 12 different magis-
trates, while 11 of the same names appear on specimens of the Dionysos
type; only the issue with the name BATAKOZ ITAPAMANOY is not
duplicated in the Dionysos group. In addition, one of the coins of the
Herakles type is preserved in such poor condition that it has not been
possible to read the magistrates’ name on the reverese.

The total weight of the hoard is 739.68 g. Excluding the single silver
hemidrachm (2.25 g.), the weight of the 227 bronze coins comes to 737.43 g.
Of these the lightest is the badly preserved example of the Herakles type
(cat. no. 201), which weighs only 2.00 g, while the heaviest weighs 4.64 g
(cat. no. 88). For the Herakles type, therefore, the average weight is 3.26 g;
that for the Dionysos type is slightly less, 3.16 g.

An attempt has been made to find die-links within the two main types,
based on details such as the formation of the letters on the reverse and, in
the case of the Dionysos type, the shape, size and orientation of the bunch of
grapes. However, obverse die-links within each main group between issues of
different magistrates have not been noted. There are, therefore, 23 different
groups within which die-links have been found.

Magistrates’ names on the Herakles type :
Group I. ATAZIKAEZ ANTITIATPOY (8 coins, catalogue nos. 2-9)

Group II. AITOAAQNIOZ ATTOAOAOTOY (20 coins, catalogue nos. 10-
29)

Group III. ATIOAAQNOAOTOZ HPAKAEITOY (17 coins, catalogue
nos. 30-46)
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Group IV. AYTONOMOZ AYTONOMOY (32 coins, catalogue nos. 47-
78)

Group V. BATAKOZ ITAPAMONOY (9 coins, catalogue nos. 79-87)
Group VI. TNATOX EKATQNYMOY (7 coins, catalogue nos. 88-94)

Group VII. AAMAAHE APXEANAKTOZ (20 coins, catalogue nos. 95-
114)

Group VIII. AIONYZIOZ IATPOKAEOYZ (20 coins, catalogue nos. 115-
134)

Group IX. EPMQN AIOPANTOY (4 coins, catalogue nos. 135-138)
Group X. MHTPAZ AAMAAOQY (18 coins, catalogue nos. 139-156)

Group XI. TIOAYKPITOZ TTOAYKPITOY (27 coins, catalogue nos. 157-
183)

Group XII. ®IAQN HPOZQNTOZ (17 coins, catalogue nos. 184-200)

Magistrates’ names on the Dionysos type :
Group 1. ATAZIKAEZ ANTITIATPOY (2 coins, catalogue nos. 202-203)

Group II. ATIOAAQNIOZ AITOAOAOTOY (3 coins, catalogue nos. 204-
206)

Group III. ATTOAAQNOAOTOZ HPAKAEITOY (2 coins, catalogue nos.
207-208)

Group IV. AYTONOMOZ AYTONOMOY (1 coins, catalogue nos. 209)

Group V. INATOZ EKATQNYMOY (4 coins, catalogue nos. 210-213)

Group VI. AAMAAHZ APXEANAKTOZ (2 coins, catalogue nos. 214-
215)

Group VII. AIONYZIOZ IATPOKAEOYZ (1 coin, catalogue nos. 216)

Group VIII. EPMQN AIO®PANTOY (4 coins, catalogue nos. 217-220)

Group IX. MHTPAZ AAMAAOQY (3 coins, catalogue nos. 222-223)

Group X. TTOAYKPITOZ TTIOAYKPITOY (2 coins, catalogue nos. 224-
225)

Group XI. PIAQN HPOZQNTOZ (3 coins, catalogue nos. 226-228)



CATALOGUE

Circa B.C. 300 - 200

L. AR Hemidrachm.
Obv. Head of young Heracles right, wearing lionskin : border of dots.
Rev. EPY and magistrate monogram : the whole in oak-wreath.
Inv. 1,2.25 g, 13 mm, 12h

Ref. Kinns, ? ; as BMC lonia, p- 128, 101 (obverse similar).

Herakles Type (AE trichalkon, 201 coins)

Obv. Head of young Herakles right, wearing lion’s skin headdress; border of
dots.

Rev. Magistrate’s name in two to four lines. EPY below or above.

B.C. 240-230
Group 1. ATAZIKAHZ ANTITTATPOY
(8 examples, 5 OD and 2 RD)

2 OD 1 /RD 1, Inv. 67, 3.44 g, 16 mm, 12h
3 OD 2 /RD 1 Inv. 175, 3.13 g, 18 mm, 12h
1 OD 3/ RD 2, Inv. 48, 2.82 g, 17 mm, 12h
5 OD 3/ RD 2, Inv. 83,2.74 ¢, 17 mm, 12h

6 OD 4 /RD 1, Inv. 119, 2.76 g, 15 mum, 12h
OD 4 /RD 1, Inv. 174, 2.33 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD5 /RD 1, Inv. 206, 3.18 g, 16 mm, 12h

9 OD 5 / RD 1, Inv. 224, 2.69 g, 16 mm, 12h

Ref. Kinns, 214; as BMC Ionia, 103-105; SNG von Aulock, 1956.:
Betancourt, Erythrae, 31-32.
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Group 2. ATIOAAQNIOE ATTIOAAOAOTOY
(20 examples, 6 OD and 10 RD)

10 OD1/RDI, Inv. 52 3.16 g, 17 mm, 5h
11 OD1/RDZ2 Inv.61,3.12 g, 17 mm, 12h
12 ODI1/RDZ2 Inv.71,3.26¢g, 18 mm, 12h
13 ODI1/RD3, Inv.69,3.21 g, 16 mm, 12h
14 OD1/RD4,Inv. 128, 3.26 g, 17 mm, 12h
15 ODZ2/RD5,Inv. 60,3.20 g, 17 mm, 12h
16 OD2/RD6,Inv. 194, 3.01 g, 17 mm, 12h
17 OD2/RD7, Inv. 202, 3.33 g, 17 mm, 12h
18 OD2/RD7, Inv. 219, 3.66 g, 17 mm, 4h
19 OD3/RDI,Inv. 96, 3.36g, 17 mm, 12h
20 OD 3 /RD 8, Inv. 183, 3.56 g, 17 mm, Gh
21 OD 4 / RD 8, Inv. 76, 3.16 g, 16 mm, 5h
22  OD4/RDO9, Inv.91,3.37 g, 17 mm, 12h
23 OD4/RD2, Inv. 95, 3.38 g, 17 mm, 6h
24 OD5 /RD 10, Inv. 103, 3.95 g, 15 mm, 5h
25 ODD5/RDZ2 Inv. 195, 3.24 g, 15 mm, 3h
266 ODG6/RDI1, Inv. 108, 3.54 g, 17 mm, 6h
27  OD 6/ RD 9, Inv. 196, 2.95 g, 16 mm, 6h
28 ODG6 /RD 3, Inv. 201, 2.55 g, 16 mm, 12h
29 ODG6/RDI,Inv. 228,332 g, 17 mm, 12h
Ref. Kinns, 217; as BMC Ionia, 106.
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Group 3. ATIOAAQNOAOTOZ HPAKAEITOZ
(17 examples, 9 OD and 3 RD)

30 OD1/RDI,Inv. 40,295¢g, 16 mm, 12h
31 OD2/RD2Inv. 72, 3.77 g, 16 mm, 12h
32 OD3/RDZ2 Inv. 121,4.27 g, 17 mun, 12h
33 OD4/RD 3, Inv. 124, 344 g, 15 mm, 12h
34 OD5/RD2, Inv. 184,2.78 g, 16 mm, 12h
35 ODG6/RDI,Inv. 38,3.02¢g, 16 mm, 12h
36 ODG6/RDI,Inv. 49, 3.27 g, 16 mm, 12h
37 OD?7/RD 3, Inv. 50, 3.14 g, 15 mm, 12h
38 OD7/RDI,Inv.63,3.44¢g, 17 mm, 12h
39 ODB8/RDI,Inv. 190,299 g, 16 mm, 12h
40 ODB8/RD 2, Inv. 205, 3.01 g, 16 mm, 12h
41 OD9/RD 2, Inv. 65, 2.81 g, 15 mm, 12h
42 OD9/RD2, Inv. 70,3.40 g, 16 mm, 12h
43 OD9/RD2, Inv. 74,3.01 g, 16 mm, 12h
44 OD9/RD 3, Inv. 82,335g, 15 mm, 12h
45 OD9/RD 3, Inv. 168, 290 g, 15 mm, 12h
46 OD9 /RD 3, Inv. 213, 3.35 g, 15 mm, 12h
Ref. Kinns, 210; as BMC lonia, 107; SNG von Aulock, 1958.

Group 4. AYTONOMOZ AYTONOMOY
(32 examples, 2 OD and 6 RD)

47 OD1 /RD1,Inv. 41,4.32 g, 16 mm, 12h
48 OD1 /RD 1, Inv. 106, 3.01 g, 16 mm, 6h
49 OD1/RDZ2Inv.118,4.02g, 17 mm, 12h
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OD1/RDI,Inv.
OD 1 / RD 3, Inv.
OD 1 /RD 3, Inv.
OD 1/ RD4, Inv.
OD 1 /RD 2, Inv.
OD 1/ RD 3, Inv.
OD 1 / RD 3, Inv.
OD 1 /RD 4, Inv.
OD1/RD 3, Inv.
OD 2 /RD 1, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 3, Inv.
OD 2 /RD 4, Inv.
OD 2 /RD 4, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 4, Inv.
OD 2 /RD 2, Inv.
OD 2 /RD1, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 5, Inv.
OD 2 /RDI1, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 4, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 4, Inv.
OD 2 /RD 3, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 3, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 4, Inv.

OD 2 /RD 2, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 5, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 5, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 4, Inv.
OD 2 /RD 2, Inv.
OD 2 / RD 5, Inv.
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140, 3.75 g, 16 mm, 6h
143, 3.63 g, 15 mm, 6h
148, 3.77 g, 16 mm, 6h
155, 4.08 g, 16 mm, 3h
159, 3.11 g, 16 mm, 6h
162, 2.48 g, 16 mm, 12h
164, 3.15 g, 15 mm, 4h
191, 3.65 g, 16 mm, 3h
218, 3.60 g, 16 mm, 3h
31, 3.32 g, 15 mm, 5h
35,3.91 g, 15 mm, 8h
39, 2.76 g, 16 mm, 6h
46, 3.21 g, 16 mm, 12h
88, 3.65 g, 16 mm, 12h
104, 3.58 g, 17 mm, 6h
107, 3.08 g, 15 mm, 2h
115, 2.97 g, 15 mm, 6h
116, 3.18 g, 16 mm, 12h
122,273 g, 16 mm, 2h
123, 2.57 g, 16 mm, 6h
126, 3.42 g, 16 mm, 12h
157,2.95 g, 17 mm, 12h
170,2.92 g, 17 mm, 12h
176, 2.50 g, 16 mm, 6h
199, 3.16 g, 15 mm, 12h
212, 3.50 g, 15 mm, 2h
215, 3.99 g, 17 mm, 6h
222, 2.77 g, 16 mm, 6h
226, 3.77 g, 16 mm, 5h

Ref. Kinns, 218. ; as BMC Ionia, 108.
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Group 5. BATAKOZ [TAPAMONOY
(9 examples, 3 OD and 2 RD)

OD 1 /RD 1, Inv. 44, 3.34 g, 16 mum, 12h
OD1/RD 1, Inv. 45, 3.08 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 2 /RD 1, Inv. 62, 3.20 g, 17 mm, 12h
OD 2 /RD 1, Inv. 151, 2.74 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 2 /RD 2, Inv. 217,349 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 3/ RD 2, Inv. 84, 3.81 g, 15 mm, 6h
OD 3 / RD 2, Inv. 132, 3.48 g, 16 mm, Gh
OD 3 /RD 2, Inv. 153, 3.18 g, 14 mm, 12h
OD 3/ RD 2, Inv. 154, 3.84 g, 15 mm, 12h

Kinns, 209; as BMC Ionia, 109; SNG von Aulock, 1957
Erythrae, 33.

Group 6. FNATOZ EKATONYMOY
(7 examples, 5 OD and 7 RD)

OD 1 /RD 1, Inv. 32, 1.64 g, 16 mm, 11h
OD2/RD4, Inv. 113,323 g, 17 mm, 12h
OD 3 / RD 7, Inv. 221, 2.64 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 4 / RD 1, Inv. 59, 4.31 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 4 / RD 3, Inv. 94, 2.64 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 5 /RD 5, Inv. 185, 2.71 g, 18 mm, 12h
OD 5 / RD 6, Inv. 216, 3.38 g, 17 mum, 12h

. Betancourt,

Kinns, 213; as BMC Ionia, 110; SNG von Aulock, 1959.
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Ref. Kinns, 212.; as BMC Ionia, 111.; SNG von Aulock, 1960.;

THE ERYTHRAE HOARD

Group 7. AAMAAHYX APXEANAKTOZ
(20 examples, 10 OD and 10 RD)

OD1/RDI, Inv. 27,271 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 2 /RD 2, Inv. 28, 3.18 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 3 /RDY, Inv. 178, 3.18 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 4 / RD 6, Inv. 182, 3.15 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 5 / RD 3, Inv. 51, 2.77 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 5 / RD 10, Inv. 189, 2.85 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 6 / RD 10, Inv. 42, 3.57 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 6 / RD 9, Inv. 150, 3.73 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 7 / RD 10, Inv. 109, 2.86 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 7 / RD 5, Inv. 144, 3.19 g, 17 mm, 6h
OD 8 / RD 10, Inv. 165, 3.18 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 8 / RD 9, Inv. 220, 2.85 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 9/ RD 7, Inv. 78, 3.06 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 9 / RD 8, Inv. 92, 3,568 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 9 / RD 10, Inv. 101, 3.98 g, 15 mm, 12h
OD 9 / RD 9, Inv. 149, 3.60 g, 17 mm, 12h
OD 10 / RD 3, Inv. 114, 3.12 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 10 / RD 8, Inv. 167,249 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 10 / RD 7, Inv. 171, 3.06 g, 16 mm, 12h
OD 10 / RD 10, Inv. 179, 3.64 g, 15 mm, 12h

Betancourt, Erythrae, 30






























