THE NECROPOLIS OF ANAMUR
ELISABETH ROSENBAUM

Anamur, the ancient Anemurium, is a town immediately north
of Cape Anamur, the southernmost cape of the south coast of Asia
Minor. Literary sources are practically non-existent: the town only
appears in various lists of ancient geographers and historians, but
apart from one event recorded by Tacitus (Annales XII, 55)
barely anything is known from its history. The town minted coins,
and specimens of these are known from the times of Antiochus IV of
Commagene, who owned temporarily the entire coast of Western
Cilicia, until Valerian in the third century A.D.! In spite of the reti-
cence of literary sources, however, it may be possible to reconstruct
something of the town’s history, since a substantial part of its
buildings has survived in a fair state of preservation to our day.

The stretch of the Anatolian south coast on which Anamur is
situated bas been visited by few archaeologists or dillettante travellers.
In fact the best description is still that of Captain Beaufort who carried
out an Admiralty survey of this part of the Mediterranean early in
the 19th century?. He has described briefly the more obvious public
buildings of the city and also remarked on the large necropolis. After
him, two Austrian epigraphists spent 24 hours on the site3. Their
principal aim, to discover inscriptions, was not realized, but they did
mention in their report one or two features of the cemetery?®. A little

v S. F. Hill, Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum, Lycaonia, Isauria,
and Cilicia, pp. 41 f.—B. V. Head, Historia Numorum, p. 717.

2 F. Beaufort, Karamania, London, 1818, pp. 195 fI.

® A. Wilhelm and R. Heberdey, Reisen in Kilikien, Denkschriften der Kaiser-
lichen Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien, phil. - hist. Klasse, XLIV, VI, Wien 1896,
pp. 155 £.—Cp. J. Keil and A. Wilhelm, Oe. Fh. 1915, Beiblatt, col. 14 ff.

4 There are, in fact, a few inscribed stones in Anamur, one, a fragment of a stele,
was found by us in the cemetery, the other two are in the city area. These inscriptions
will be published by G. E. Bean and T. B. Mitford who are making a new epigra-
phical survey of this area. The inscription from the cemetery has been taken by us
to the Museum in Side, for although it contains only parts of names it has a certain
rarity value. Apart from these few inscriptions on stone, there are three painted



26 ELISABETH ROSENBAUM

carlier, Collignon and Duchesne had passed the site, also mainly in
scarch of inscriptions®. They regarded the cemetery as Byzantine
and seem not to have examined any building of the town or the ceme-
tery in more detail. Travellers and archaeologists in the 1gth century
and in the early part of the 20th century were usually not daunted
by bad or non-existing roads, as they travelled by horse in any case.
But when motor cars came into use the Turkish south coast became
less accessible than it had becn in former times since for many years
there was no road on which ordinary cars could safely travel.
This is probably the reason why no archaeologist since soon after the
turn of the century has ever studied the numerous sites on the extreme
west part of the Cilician coast. With improved road conditions and
the developments of cars of the Land Rover type, the exploration of
this stretch of coast was made easier, and after a first preliminary
visit in 1960 I decided to make a systematic survey of the coastal
cities between “Arsinoe” (a little east of Anamur) and the eastern
end of the plain of Alanya. The first object was Anemurium itself,
and mainly the cemetery, which is the best preserved part of the site.
The aims of the survey have now expanded beyond the original
purpose, so that a detailed publication will have to wait until all the
sites in the area have been properly explored; but the cemetery of
Anamur, to which we devoted about five weeks in two successive
years, presents a number of specific problems which seems to justify a
separate presentation of the more interesting features®.

ones in the cemetery, of which Wilhelm and Heberdey saw one (the other two are
graffiti, and one of them has become completely illegible), and there is one mosaic
inscription in a small apse in the city, probably of the early fourth century, of which
two names can be made out.

® M. Collignon, Notes d'un voyage en Asie—Mineure, Paris, n. y., p. 6g. (The
journey was in 1876).

® Work in 1962 was carried out with the help of a grant from the British Insti-
tute of Archaeology in Ankara. I was accompanied by Miss Ufuk Bag and Mr.
Taner Tarhan, both students of Classical Archaeology of Istanbul University. The
larger expedition of 1963 was financed by a grant from the British Academy. The
team consisted of Mr. K. D. Schmidt (Cologne) as topographer, Mr. G. Huber
(Vienna) as architect, Miss Somay Onurkan (Istanbul) and Miss Ufuk Bas (Istan-
bul) as archaecolopical assistants, and Mr. Th. Kreifelts (Cologne), who assisted
mainly with the topography. I wish to express my gratitude to the institutions who
gave financial help and to the members of my team without whose idealistic
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The city of Anamur is spread out on the east slope of a low hill
range extending south-north from the cape? (fig. 1 ). The cape
itself is crowned by a citadel, which was certainly still functioning in
the Middle Ages, and which originally must have been the acropolis
of the city. The long fortification wall running from the top of the
citadel to the sea shore forms in fact the southern part of the city
wall. A wall built roughly parallel to this one marks the northern
boundary of the upper town and is at the same time the boundary
between the upper city and the main necropolis. Where this wall
meets the narrow coastal plain, another wall was built in a later
phase of the town’s development at right angles to the one descend-
ing from the hill top. This wall can be traced quite a long way in
a northerly direction, and obviously marked the eastern boundary of
the cemetery. The latter is divided by a deep wadi, running roughly
west-east, in two parts, to be called A and B. Apart from this we
divided up the whole cemetery into horizontal zones, not all of the
same width, and numbered the tombs as we walked along: south
north or north-south 8,

support this work, carried out under difficult conditions, would not have been
possible. Some of the more essential observations on the various building
periods in the cemetery are due to Mr. G. Huber who also made all the
plans reproduced here. See also the brief reports in the Annual Reports
of the British Institute of Archaeology, in Anatolian Studies, XIII, 1963 and
XIV, 1964. Since this article was written, we had a third season,
financially supported by a grant from the British Academy and by private
donations (notably from Dr. W. Rosenberg, Robapharm, Basle, and Mr. C.
Jaeger, Columbus, Ohio). A grant from the Eski Eserler Genel Miidiirliigii
(Department of Antiquities) in Ankara enabled us to restore the structure of
the anteroom of tomb B I. 16 as a preliminary measure for the conservation of
the frescoes discussed below, pp. 17 ff. Preliminary reports on this season will
appear in Anatolian Studies 1965 and in Tirk Arkeoloji Dergisi.

? The summary sketch plan of the necropolis published here is based on the
detailed topographical plan made by K. D. Schmidt with the assistance of Th.
Kreifelts. The detailed plan will be presented in the final publication.

8 The zones are marked by Roman numerals (starting at the bottom of the
hill), the individual tombs or groups of tombs by Arabic numerals, Thus, e.g. IL. 14
means tomb No. 14 (counted from the north, i.e. the Wadi) in the second row from
the bottom; VIL. 14 means tomb No. 14 (counted from the south, i.e. the city wall)
in the seventh row from the bottom. Most of the tombs discussed here are from
section A, and thus, all tombs mentioned without a letter in front of the number
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We numbered on the whole about 350 tombs or groups of tombs,
of which there are basically three types: I (fig. 2), a free-standing
burial chamber usually on a stepped platform, barrel-vaulted—the
vault usually following the north-east direction of the sea shore and
the hill range—with arcosolia inside, usually three, on either of the
long walls and on the rear wall. Occasionally there are only two,
either built against the two long walls or against one long wall and
the rear wall. The entrance is usually in the north wall. This type is
characterized by the use of large blocks of dark limestone in the
straight parts of the walls and as door surrounds. The vault was cer-
tainly in all cases coated on the outside by a layer of very hard pink
mortar, the pink colour being the result of an admixture of broken
bricks. In a few cases this coating has survived in its entirety, and
traces of it can be observed on many of the vaults. II (fig. 2): A
burial chamber similar to type I, but preceded by a niched anteroom,
usually on the north side, but semetimes on the south or east sides
as well. In the letter case the vault would be following an east-west
direction, that is, the building is set at right angles to the lines of the
shore and the hill range. The burial chambers of this type again can
have three or two arcosolia and they can be of varying types (fig.
3). III: A complex of rooms built around one or two burial
chambers. Apart from the niched anterooms, we find in this group
halls, sometimes with raised platforms on one of the short sides and
benches running round two or three sides. Many of these halls have
curved, arch-topped, or rectangular niches, while some have windows
in addition, arched or rectangular. A number of these complexes
are two-storied, but two stories also occur in group II, and in one
case even in group I.

Apart from these basic types, a few isolated forms occur: two are
examples of an aedicula open to the east; two of a tall mausoleum
with a lofty arch on three or all of the sides, a domed or conical roof,
and a burial chamber beneath the arched structure; four of burial
chambers with domes on squinches; and two structures in the shape
of a truncated cone, the purpose of which is difficult to conjecture
(fig. 4). Both these conical buildings stand on stepped platforms

are from this part. In section B, which is much smaller and not as well preserved as a
unit as A, we did not number the tombs by rows.
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and are subdivided internally into stories by circular slabs. Both the
lower and the upper stories were accessible through small window-
like openings framed by large blocks of dark limestone as in group I.
Both their diameters are too small to make it possible that the various
stories could have held corpses. If they were used for cinerary urns,
they would still present a unique type of tomb ®.

The tombs of group I never have any decoration. Those of groups
IT and I1I probably all had fresco decorations in the niched anterooms
and the rest of the accessory rooms. In about 35 tombs, remains of
fresco have survived and in many of them enough is preserved for
the decorative scheme to be established. One of the aedicula-type
tombs also has still fresco remains, not only in the interior of the
aedicula but also on the outer walls. A type of stucco decoration oc-
curs also, the “stucco” being some kind of hard concrete. A number
of the tombs of type III and also some of the isolated types have
remains of floor mosaics in one or more of their rooms, and one of
them (II. 14) has a wall mosaic in one of its rooms.

It is the decorated tombs which pose the most interesting prob-
lems. The surviving motifs include purely geometrical patterns; geo-
metrical systems with various objects, animals, and plants enclosed
in some of the geometrical shapes; landscapes with trees, shrubs,
animals, and putti; scattered flowers of various types; leaf-patterns;
vine scrolls; birds in niches or on the walls themselves, of which the
most popular are peacocks, depicted frontally with the tail displayed,
or in profile view. Human figures and faces also occur. In one grave
there is a fragmentary cycle of the four seasons. This list will show
already that all the motifs still surviving are of a ‘“‘neutral” nature,
that is, they could equally well occur in either a pagan or a Christian
context. There is in fact only one tomb in these two groups with re-
presentations that seem to be unequivocally pagan: for the mosaics
in II. 14 show apart from two heads in medallions in the vault two
figures on the walls to cither side of it. The one to the right is certainly
that of a nude woman, seated, with long floating hair, possibly a kind
of head-dress, and holding in her right hand what looks like a wreath
with taeniae.

® A drawing of the better preserved one of the two truncated cones is pub-
lished in Wilhelm and Heberdey, l.c. (see note 3), p. 156.






































































































