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Historical Background

The historical importance of the Eastern Region of Saudi Arabia can
never be denied; Al-Hasa may have the fame as an oasis, but Katif as part of
it is of no less importance. The territory of Katif is divided from Al-Hasa
province by an intervening range of hills, the most famous of which is know
as Jabal Mushahhar. This hill, seven hundred feet high, falls about ten miles
to the south of Katif!.

The oasis of Katif which once had at least ten thousand trees was and
still is suitable for growing many types of fruits and vegetables such as
apricots, figs, melons, lemons, oranges, cucumbers, obergeans and beans 2.

So the oasis was suitable for a settled population as well as a refuge for tribes.

Katif was also famous for pearlfishery which was, until recently
considered as the most important source of income after agriculture. The
pearls were carried by the tradesmen to India in return for other goods 3,
particularly spices and scents. Katif also had a reputation for its woodwork
and minerals such as copper and bronze*. It is believed that the area was
covered with forests and was inhabited from very early times >.

* Tam grateful to Prof. 8. Ozbaran for posting me the photocopy of this register to my
address at King Saud University where I taught History for the 1985-86 academic year and
kindly agreed that I could study and present it as a paper to the Tenth Turkish Congress of
History. I also would like to thank Dr. Al-Humaidan who told me that majority of the villages
recorded in this register still exist. The transcription alphabet used in Islam Ansiklopedisi is
followed in this article.

! Palgrave (1865): W.G., Narrative of a Year's Journey through Central and Eastern Arabia. 2
vols. London and Cambridge, vol. II p. 184.

2 Al-Muslim (1962): M.S., Sahil al-Zeheb al-Esved, Beyrut, p. 175

 Ibid p. 181

4 Ibid p. 171
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Katif of today has regained its fame through the discovery of oil. The
Turks had prepared a report on an oil seepage behind Katif, some six miles
north-east of the town. It was this report, which opened the way to digging
for oil and gradually led to the discovery of the great oil dome on the Jabal
Zahran by Aramco (Standard Oil-previously known Casoc) and many
other wells followed .

Katif, the word given to the town, appears to have been driven from Al-
Katf (ahdll)” that is “gathering of fruit or grapes” which may indicate the
abundance of vineyards and gardens in the region *. The region itself which
according to the historians extened from Basra to ‘Umman was at times
popular by different names: Al-Hatt is a name originally given to Al-Katif,
Hecer to Al-Ahsa, and Al-Bahreyn to the Island of Eval (Ji, ). Some
historians even claim that the Arabian Gulf was originally called Al-Katif
Gulf®.

We do not have details on the city of Katifitself. However, according to
Abu’l-Fida’s Takvim al-Buldan, the city had a fortress and a ditch. The
fortress was situated near the village of Al-“Avamiyye® at a site called
Ciparro ( 2 ). It is also believed that Al-Zara, and Al-Hatt were
founded at the same site '°. Since we know that Al-Zara, presently known as
Al-Ramade ( el ! ) ! is very near to present day Katif and not very far
from Al-*Avamiyyie village !2, then we may assume that the site in question
served as a building ground for the fortress. The walls of this fortress were
seven feet high. It had four gates opening to four different directions: Dervaz
al-Bekr to the east, Dervaz-i Bab al-$imal to the west, Dervazet al-Siik to the
south, and finally the Inner Fortress gate to the north '3,

The city of Katif was strategically situated at a very important place
and therefore had been subject, to many invasions throughout its history. It

% Ibid p. 22-24
¢ Dickson (1956): H.R.P., Kuwait and her Neighbours, London, pp. 268, 269 and 278.
7 Al-Muslim (1962) p. 16
* However, it is a surprise that there is no mention of vineyards or grapes in the register.
8 Al-Muslim (1962) p. 17; Al-Ahsii: Tarih, called Tuhfet al- Mustefid bi- Tarih Al-Abs@ fi al-
Kadim ve al-Cedid, ed. Muhammed b. ‘Abd Al-Kadir Al-Ansari, Riyadh 1960, pp. 13, 27; Also cf.
Vehbe (1967): Hafiz Ceziret al-*Arab fi al-Karn al-Igrin, Cairo, p. 6g.
? An alphabetical list of the villages, that were recorded in the register, is given in the
appendix. The names of villages mentioned in this article could be checked against this list.
10 Al-Muslim (1962) p. 41.
"' There is a well called ‘Ayn-Zire near Al-Ramade.
2 Al-Ahsii p. 69.
'3 Al-Muslim (1g62) p. 41.
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also served as a base to various rulers in the region. The region came under
the rule of Carmations'?®, Portuguese and Ottomans. The Portuguese
occupied the region sometime during 927 H./1520 A.D. and held it under
their rule until 958 H. /1551 A.D., the year the Ottomans drove them out
and built a new citadel in Al-Katif !5, Although the emir of Al-Katif and Al-
Ahsa and some other emirs in the Arabian Gulf had already paid homage to
the Ottomans when Sultan Suleyman, the Legislator, conquered Baghdad
in g41 H./1534 A.D.'®, the region actually didn’t come under the direct
Ottoman rule until the Ottomans defeated the Portuguese in the Arabian
Gulf during the second half of the 16" century. This was at a time when
the people of Al-Katif, who were already tired of Portuguese rule, seized the
opportunity and recovered the fortresses, handing them over to the
Ottomans in 957/1550"7. Murad Beg, the former beg of Koban, was
appointed as beg over the liva of Al-Katif '®. This was the first Ottoman rule
over Al-Katifand it came to an end in 1081 H. /1670 A.D., when the tribe of
Beni Halid '® drove them out under the leadership of Berrak b. Ghadir, their
chieftain 2°.

It is understood from the kanunname at the beginning of the register that
the region had suffered at the hands of local emirs and subagis during the
Portuguese rule, and the atrocities did not cease even after the Ottoman
conquest.

Mandaville’s findings on the region of Al-Ahsa confirm this fact as well.
He argues thant as a result of such atrocities a preliminary cadastral survey
was carried out in Lahsa (Al-Hasa) towards the end of the year 1553 2.

% On various tribal rule over the region see Al-Ahsii pp. 84-121.

'S See G. Rentz, art, “Al-Katil” in Ef

' Al-Azzavi (1949), ‘Abbas, Tarih al-'Irak beyn al-Thtilaleyn, vol. 4, Baghdad, p. 44; G
Rentz, art. “Al-Katif in Ef

17 Al-Muslim (1962) p. 145; cf. Wilson (1959): A.T., The Persian Gulf, London, pp. 124-126.

'8 Ruus 209 (dated 957 H./ 1550 A.ID.) p. 71. See Ozbaran (1979), S., “The Importance
of the Turkish Archives for the history of Arabia in the Sixteenth Century (with Particular
reference to the Beylerbeyliks of Yemen and Lahsa™ in Studies in the History of Arabia vol. 1 part 2,
Riyadh University Press, p. 107. However, according to Al-Muslim (1962)- pp. 146 and 148-
the governor was most probably a certain Muhammed Pasa Ferruh who built a number of
mosqucs in the arca, some of which still stand.

% The nomads of this tribe, which is not recorded in the register, owned date groves at
*Anck where they came and camped during the summer scason. See Al-Muslim (1962) pp. 44-
45; G. Rentz, art. “Al-Kadil” in EL?

2% Sce Nahle (1980): M.A. Tarih al-Ahsa al-Siyasiyy (1881-1913), Kuwait, p. 36.

21 Mandaville (1970): J., *“The Ottoman Province of Al-Hasa in the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries™ in Journal of the American Oriental Sociely vol. go No. 3, July-September,
p. 488.



784 M. MEHD! ILHAN

However, according to Prof. Salih Ozbaran the province of Lahsa was
established in 1555 and included the district of Katif, Jesho, Hafa,
Tahamiya, Ayun, Mubarrez and also Jabreyn in the middle of peninsula 4l
A few years before the establishment of Lahsa Province the sancak of Al-Katif
was included within the cadastral suvvey carried out on the province of
Basra most probably due to the fact that the province of Lahsa, as it is clear
from a statement in the register, was not conquered yet 2>,

The survey on the liva of Al-Katif covers pages 290-340 of the register
numbered 282 at Istanbul Bagbakanlik Archive. The kanunname of the liva of
Al-Katig ** along with other kanunnames in the register had already been
translated into French by Mantran 2°. The kanunname clearly indicates that
the local rulers (emirs) took advantage of the Ottomans being Muslims and
confiscated the properties of re’aya apart from imposing heavy taxes. It is
mentioned in the kd@nunname that the emirs and other affiliated officials were
acting contrary to the shari’a 2. It is also clear from the kanunname that no
kanunname existed for the liva of Katif prior to the coming of Ottomans. This
most probably was due to the fact that the skar’a laws were in force in the
region 27, It is also obvious that the Ottomans when preparing a kanunname
and carrying out a register paid a great deal of attention to the previous laws
that existed in an area. They have mostly used local vocabulary words in

22 Ozbaran (1984-85): S., “A note on the Ottoman Administration in Arabia in the
Sixteenth Century” in I7TS, vol. 3, no. 1, Wisconsin, p. 94.

23 In the register (defter, the study of which is undertaken in this article) it is stated:
“Lahsa’dan ve deryadan tercke gelmez olurmug” (The goods stopped coming from Lahsa and
overseas), Bagbakanlik Archive, Th. Def. Nd: 282 p. 292. It is my understanding that had the
Ottomans aimed at the conquest of Arab lands rather than expelling the Portuguese from the
Arabian Gulf, they would not have delayed the conquest of Lahsa province which has very rich
farm lands and thousands of palmtrees, a unique treasure for them.

24 B.A. Th. Def. No: 282 pp. 290-292.

25 Mantran (1967):R.*“Reglements Fiscaux Ottoman:La Province de Bassora (2e moitie du
XVles.)”, in Journal of the Economic and Soctal History of the Orient, 10, nos. 2-3 (December) pp.
224-227.

26 Th. Def. 282 p. 291.

27 Th. Def. No: 282 p. 291 **Ve vilayet-i Katif'de kadimden re’dyanin terekeleri babinde
mukarrer kiniin olmayub...” It is worthwhile to study the question of whether there ever
existed any kdnunndme for the Arab provinces prior to the coming of Turks. Although a reference
is made to a previous kd@nunname in the Ottoman kanunname and register of Kerkuk and Dakok the
reference is most probably to a kdnunname either drawn by Karakoyunlus or Akkoyunlus-Tapu
Kadastro Umum Midiirliigi, Ankara, Th. Def. No: 111 fols. 1a, 7a, 15a-b, 18a, 22a, 25a, 78b,
81a.
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order to avoid confusion amongst the re’@ya, but never ignored the pure
Turkish words 2%,

Whatever the secondary purpose of the kanunnames may be, their
primary purpose is to serve as a legal reference for the registers carried out.
The cadastral survey of Al-Katif and its kanunname clearly reflect this idea.

According to R. Mantran and Prof. Salih Ozbaran the cadastral survey
of Basra, which includes Katif, was carried out sometime in 958/ 1551 2°
This means that the survey was carried out immediately after the conquest of
the region. Therefore, a close study of the survey will give us information on
the social and economic conditions prevailing in the area during both the
Ottoman and the pre-Ottoman periods. The register, no doubt, furnishes
information on population, taxation, production, location of settlements,
ethnic groups, and tribes. The register covers the liva of Katif, two nahiyes-
apart from Katif-, some islands, and tribes °.

Population

There is no other source as valuable as the cadastral registers for
working out the population census of an area for the sixteenth cetury. The
purpose behind carrying out these cadastral surveys was no doubt taxation,
but they are accurate enought to give us a very clear picture on the
population of any area. However, a very careful computation of the figures is
a must.

The Katif register when compared to some other registers has its short
comings. One example is that the bachelors were not recorded for the city of
Al-Katif where as in the registers such as that of Amid?!, Kerkuk and
Dakok *?, Trablussam 3, and Ruha ** the bachelors have been recorded for
the cities *3, It is notewothy that the bachelors were even recorded for the

2% In Al-Katif kanunname the best examples for local words may be *“suhre” (compelling to
labour without wages) and “miift™ (free of cost, unpaid), and for Turkish words “biiriincek™ (a
kind of head dress)-Th. Def. No: 282 pp. 291, 292.

% Mantran (1967) p. 225; Ozbaran (1984-85) p. ob.

3 Th. Def. No: 282 pp. 293-340.

3 {lhan (1977): M.M., The 1518 Ottoman Cadastral Survey of the Sancak of Amid, Ph. D. thesis
presented to the University of Manchester, 2 vols, vol. II p. 51.

32 TKUM. Th. Def. No: 111 (Dated g55 H./1546 A.D.) fols, 1h-ga; 25b-26a,

33 TKUM Th. Def. No: 205 (Dated 954 H./ 1547 A.D.) fols. 4b-11b

3 TKUM Th, Def. No: 151 (Dated 1566 A.D.) fol. 27a: (705 Muslim miicerreds and 197
non-Muslim miicerreds were recorded).

35 A list of registers for Anatolia given by Faroghi (1979-80): S., “Taxation and Urban
Activities in Sixteenth Century Anatolia®, in International Journal of Turkish Studies vol. 1, No. 1,
pp- 39-43. shows that the bachelors were recorded in almost every city of Anatolia.

Belleten €. L1, 50































































