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De~erli konuklar, 

Bulgaristan Türklerinin durumunu dile getiren konu~mac~ lar~~ dikkatle 
dinledik. Bu gibi konu~malar, konferanslar Türkiye'nin muhtelif ~ehirle-
rinde yap~ lmaktad~ r. 

Tarihi hakikatleri sapt~rmak mümkün de~ildir. Çünkü elde birçok 
belgeler vard~r. Bu belgeleri ortadan kald~rmak mümkün de~ildir. Ben 
bunlar üzerinde konu~acak de~ilim; ama çok yak~n bir tarihte geçen bir 
olay~~ anlatarak Bulgaristan'daki Türklerin "Türkle~tirilmi~~ Bulgarlar" ol-
mad~~~n~~ bizzat Bulgar Devlet Ba~kan~ 'n~n a~z~ndan dinledi~imi sizlere ak-
tarmak istiyorum. Biliyorsunuz, 1982 y~l~nda Bulgaristan'~~ ziyaret ettim. 
Bu ziyaret s~ ras~nda Bulgar Cumhurba~kan~~ ve ilgililerle konu~malarda 
bulunduk. Bu arada Bulgaristan'daki Türklerin durumunu da dile getir-
dik. O tarihlerde Bulgaristan'da ya~ayan Türk as~ ll~ lar~n oldu~unu, isimle-

rinin de~i~tirilmek istendi~ini ve baz~~ bask~larla kar~~~ kar~~ya bulunduklar~-

n~~ söyledi~im zaman, Bulgar Cumhurba~kan~~ "Bu mümkün de~ildir, zira 

bizim rejimimiz buna müsait de~ildir. Bizde milliyetçilik yoktur; bun~ _ 
söyleyenler yalan söylüyorlar. Ben burada ya~ayan Türklerden memnu-

num, zira Bulgar as~ll~lar nüfusu ço~altmamakta, Türk as~ ll~lar ise nüfusu 

ço~altmaktad~ r" demi~ti. Bu da gösteriyor ki, bir devletin ba~~, orada ya~a-

yan az~nl~klar~n Türk as~ll~~ oldu~unu kabul ediyor. Ben kendisine "Evet, 
belki devlet olarak sizler böyle bir ~eyi tasvip etmiyorsunuz, ama alt kade-

medekiler, bürokratlar bunu yapabilirler, ben bunun ara~t~nlmas~n~~ rica 

ediyorum" dedi~im zaman, "Hay hay, bunu ara~t~ raca~~m" diye söz ver-

mi~ti. Yine bu konu~mam esnas~nda bana "Buradaki Türklerin, Türki-
ye'ye göçünü arzu ediyor musunuz?" diye bir sual sordu. "Bunu ~unun 

için soruyorum" dedi, "1968 senesinde on senelik bir göç anla~mas~~ yap-
t~k. Bu göç anla~mas~~ 1978 senesinde son buldu. O tarihten beri göç ya-

p~lm~yor. Binaenaleyh o tarihten sonra yani 1978'de mevcut hükümetin 

ba~kan~na orada sormu~tum, 'göçün devam~n~~ arzu ediyormusunuz' diye. 

'Hay~r' demi~ti. Ondan sonra gelen hükümetin ba~kan~na sordum, o da 



'hay~r' dedi. ~imdi size soruyorum, göçü istiyor musunuz?" Ben de o ta-
rihte böyle büyük bir göç anla~mas~~ yapmaya taraftar de~ildim. Ancak 
kendisine "Vaktiyle Türkiye ile yap~ lan göç anla~mas~ nda, Türkiye'ye göç 
edenlerin aras~nda parçalanm~~~ aileler var. Bir k~sm~~ gelmi~, bir k~sm~~ ge-
lememi~, annesi gelmi~, çocu~u kalm~~, çocu~u gelmi~, annesi kalm~~~ veya 
teyzesi kalm~~, akrabalar~~ kalm~~. Bunlar~n birle~mesinde insani bak~mdan 
büyük yarar var. Bunlar~n miktar~ n~~ bilemiyorum, ama bunlar birle~tirilir-
se bu gibi pürüzler de ortadan kalkar ve dostlu~umuz daha da peki~ir" 
demi~tim. E~er Bulgaristan'da ya~ayan Türk as~ll~ lar Türk as~ ll~~ olmay~ p 
da Türkle~tirilmi~~ veya Müslümanla~t~ r~ lm~~~ Bulgar as~ll~lar olsayd~, Bulga-
ristan'~n Devlet Ba~kan~~ bana, bu suali sormak lüzumunu hissetmeyecekti. 
Buna göre orada ya~ayan Türk as~ ll~lann Türk as~ ll~~ olmay~p da Türkle~ti-
rilmi~~ Bulgarlar oldu~una kimseyi inand~rmak mümkün de~ildir. Biz 
inanmad~~~m~z gibi, dünya da inanmam~~t~r. Kendileri de inanamam~~t~ r. 
Kendileri inanm~~~ olsalard~ , bana bu suali sormazlard~. 

Biraz önce say~n konu~mac~~ Hasan Eren Bulgarcada yedi bine yak~n 
Türkçe kelimelerin oldu~unu ifade etti. Ben zaman~nda Cumhurba~kan~-
na "Bunlar~~ de~i~tirmediniz mi?" diye sordu~umda da, "Evet, çok u~ra~-
t~k, ama muvaffak olamad~k, çünkü halk buna öyle al~~m~~~ ki de~i~tirmi-
yor" dedi. Misal de verdi; "çe~me meydan~", "duvar", "kap~", "pencere", 
"dolma", "kahve" gibi birçok isimler sayd~. "Bunlar öyle mal olmu~~ ki 
be~~ yüz sene içinde, bunlar~~ söküp atam~yoruz" dedi. Bunu inkar etmeye 
gerek yok, hele asr~m~zda buna hiç gerek yok. Çünkü art~k dünya ~ rkç~ l~~~~ 
kabul etmemektedir. Kald~~ ki bunlar~n içinde sosyalist ülkeler en ba~ta ge-
lir, ~ rkç~ l~~~~ kabul etmez, milliyetçili~i, koyu milliyetçili~i kabul etmez. 
Ama sözde etmez. Kitaplannda öyledir, ama uygulamalarda görüyoruz ki 
pekala ~ rkç~ l~ k yapabilmektedirler. E~er böyle yap~ lmam~~~ olsayd~ , belki 
de Türk ve Bulgar münasebetleri çok daha iyi bir yola girecek ve aram~z-
daki bu çeki~meler bu safhaya gelmeyecekti. Bunun bir zaman gelecek 
halledilece~ine inan~yorum. Çünkü bütün dünyadaki ülkeler de bunun 
do~ru bir hareket olmad~~~na inanmaktad~rlar. Yeter ki biz bunu bütün 
dünyaya anlatabilelim. Zira Bulgaristan'dan muhtelif ülkelere gönderilen 
ekipler, gazeteciler, yazarlar ve devletin görevlendirdi~i ki~iler, o ülkelerde 
ve bilhassa Müslüman ülkelerde, orada ya~ayan ve Türk as~ll~~ olarak bili-
nenlerin asl~nda Türk olmad~~~na, Osmanl~~ imparatorlu~u zaman~nda 
Müslümanla~t~r~lm~~~ Bulgarlar oldu~una inand~rm~~lard~r. Bunun böyle 
olmad~~~n~~ biz gitti~imiz yerlerde devlet adamlar~na izah ediyoruz. Ama 
o ülkelerin halk~na anlatabilmek için bizim çok daha fazla çal~~mam~z, 



birçok eserler meydana getirmemiz ve oran~n bas~ n~nda bunlar~~ zaman 

zaman o halka duyurmam~z gerekti~ini ben burada ifade etmek istiyorum. 
Binaenaleyh bizim yazarlar~ m~za, bilim adamlar~m~za bu konuda görevler 

dü~üyor. E~er bunun üzerine dü~mezsek, daha fazla dü~enler kendi iddia-

lar~ nda hakl~~ ç~kabilirler. 

Bu konferans~~ haz~ rlayanlara burada sizler nam~na da, kendi nam~ ma 

da te~ekkür ediyorum, hepinize sevgiler sunuyorum. 





A SPEECH GIVEN BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
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Esteemed Guests, 

We have listened carefully to the speakers dwelling upon the position 
of the Bulgarian Turks. Similar talks and conferences are taking place in 

various Turkish cities. 

It is not possible to falsify historical facts because of the existence of 
many documents in hand. These documents cannot be removed from the 
scene. I am not going to talk about these, but I would like to relate to 
you, by narrating an event that took place in the recent past, how 
I heard from the Bulgarian Head of State himself that the Bulgarian 

Turks were not "Turkified Bulgarians". As you know I visited Bulgaria in 

1982. During this visit we had talks with the Bulgarian President and 

with officials. We commented at that time on the situation of the Turks 

in Bulgaria. When I told him that these were people of Turkish origin 

living in Bulgaria at that time, that it had been decided to change their 

names and that they were exposed to various pressures, the Bulgarian 

President said "This is not possible because it is not compatible with our 

regime. There is no nationalism in our country, those who claim this are 

not speaking the truth. I am happy with the ethnic Turks who live here, 

because Bulgarians are not adding to the population whereas the Turks 

are". These words show that the Head of the State accepts that the mi-

nority living there are of Turkish origin. When I said to him "Yes, as 

a state may be you do not approve of such things, but lower ranking of-

ficials and bureaucrats may do. And I request that you investigate this 

matter." He gaye his word by saying, "Certainly Fll look into this". During 

the same conversation he asked me, "Do you wish the Turks living 

here to emigrate to Turkey? I am asking you this" he continued "because 

in 1968 we signed a ten year Emigration Treaty. This treaty expired in 

1978. There has been no emigration since then. After that date in 1978, 

that is, 1 made a point of asking the head of government there, `Do you 



wish this emigration to continue?' he replied 'No', I asked the same ques-
tion of the next head of state; he also said, 'No'. I am now asking you if 
you desire this emigration." I also, at that time, was not in favor of such 
a comprehensive emigration treaty. However I said to him, "Under the 
emigration treaty made with Turkey at that time there are some families 
among the Turkish migrants which have been broken up, one pan t of 
a family could came the remainder could not. A mother could come but 
her child was left behind or the child came and the mother or aunt or 
the relatives remained. There is a great need on humanitarian grounds 
for their unification. I don't know their numbers but if they could be-
come united this kind of problem will disappear and our friendship will 
be strengthened." If the Turks who live in Bulgaria were not of Turkish 
origin but Turkified or Islamized Bulgarians the Bulgarian Head of State 
would not have felt the need to ask me this question. Accordingly it is not 

possible to make anyone believe that the Turks living there are not ethnic 
Turks at all but Turkified Bulgarians. Just as we don't believe it, the 
world doesn't believe it either. Even they don't believe it. If they had be-
lieved it, the head of state wouldn't asked this question. 

A moment ago the esteemed speaker, Hasan Eren, pointed out that 
there are almost seven thousand Turkish words in the Bulgarian 
language. At that time I asked the President, "Haven't you changed these?" 
"Yes", he said, "We have tried very hard but we haven't succeeded, be-

cause the people are so accustomed to them that they don't want to 
change". He even supplied me with examples; "fountain square", "wall", 
"door", "window", "dolma", "coffee", he said and he enumerated lots of 
other words. "They have became so ingrained that we have not been able to 
get rid of them for five hundred years", he said. There is no reason to de-
ny this; especially in our century there is absolutely no need. That's be-
cause the nations of the world do not accept racism. Moreover among 
these the socialist countries hold the head; they don't accept racism and 
they don't accept nationalism, fanatic nationalism, I mean. But it is only 
in theory that they don't, it is so in their books but in practice, as we see, 
they are perfectly capable of racist actions. 

If things haven't been done in this way, may be Turkish and Bul-
garian relations would be on a better footing and the struggles between 
us would not have reached this phase. I believe this problem will be 
solved in time because all the countries of the world believe that, this is 
not a correct action. Suffice that we take care to explain the facts to the 



entire world, this is necessary because teams, journalists, writers and 
persons commissioned by the state who were sent by Bulgaria to various 
countries have spread the belief in these countries, and especially in the 
Islamic countries, that the people living there (Bulgaria) are known as 
ethnic Turks are in reality not Turks at all but Bulgarian Islamized dur-
ing the time of the Ottoman Empire. We always explain to the statesman 
of the countries we visit that this is not so. However I would like to ex-
press you my belief that in order to explain to the population of these 
countries we have to work harder, produce many books and reports and 
work through their press from time to time to present these views to their 
people. Therefore there are, duties befalling our scientists and writers in 
this respect. If we don't persue this seriously those who do maybe able 
to get their own thesis accepted. 

I would like here to thank, on your behalf and on my own behalf, 
those who have organized this conference, my best wishes to you all. 




